Martin Luther King Jr. is focus of upcoming UM speaker by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
1-23-1998 
Martin Luther King Jr. is focus of upcoming UM speaker 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Martin Luther King Jr. is focus of 
upcoming UM speaker" (1998). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 15145. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/15145 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
Jan. 23, 1998
Contact: Kevin Canty, assistant professor, Department of English, (406) 243-5162.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. IS FOCUS OF UPCOMING UM SPEAKER 
MISSOULA—
One of the country’s most distinguished scholars will share his knowledge of Martin Luther 
King Jr. with Missoula as part of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana.
Charles R. Johnson, Pollock Professor of Humanities at the University of Washington, will 
lecture on “The King We Left Behind” at 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, in the University Theatre. The 
lecture is free and open to the public.
A faculty seminar with Johnson, titled "On Writing and Creativity," is scheduled for 
Thursday, from 3:40 to 5 p.m. in Room 106 of the Gallagher Building.
Johnson’s upcoming historical novel, "Dreamer," is an exploration of the life of Martin 
Luther King Jr. It is scheduled for release April 4, the anniversary of King’s assassination.
The author of four novels, Johnson won the 1990 National Book Award for his book "Middle 
Passage," becoming the first African-American man to do so since Ralph Ellison in 1953. “Middle 
Passage,” a historical novel about a freed slave who accidentally becomes a stowaway aboard a slave 
ship bound for Africa, is currently being made into a major motion picture.
Johnson has also authored a collection of short stories, a work of aesthetics, two collections 
of comic art and more than 20 screenplays. His screenplay "Booker" won an international Prix
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Jeunesse Award and a 1985 Writer’s Guild Award. He is an established reviewer for The New York 
Times, Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post, among others.
Johnson has also served as a fiction judge in many contests, including the Pulitzer Prize 
(twice), National Book Award and PEN/Faulkner.
His contributions to African-American literature have been recognized in several critical 
books and reviews, and he is one of 12 distinguished authors portrayed in a series of stamps 
distributed on several continents. He is the recipient of both a National Endowment for the Arts 
grant (1979) and a Guggenheim.
Formerly director of the creative writing program at the University of Washington, Johnson 
continues to teach fiction and lecture extensively around the world.
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